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Joe Mattingly III served as the 
Marion County attorney for 
more than 24 years and has been 
operating his own law firm in 

Lebanon for 18 years. But, what many 
people don’t know is that he almost 
played Major League Baseball.

Well, sort of.
“I was convinced until I got to 

high school that I was going to play 
second base for the Cincinnati Reds,” 
Joe said, laughing. “I was absolutely 
certain of that.”

However, his career aspirations 
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Search continues for 
missing Loretto man

The Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office continues its 
search for a Loretto man who 
has been reported missing 
since March 9.

Bryan 
Alexander 
Roberts, 
29, of 535 
Spencer 
Hamilton 
Road in 
Loretto was 
reported 
missing by 
his fiancée 
March 10. 
Roberts was last seen leaving 
his residence early Monday 
morning, March 9. He was 
last seen wearing a brown 
Carhart jacket, blue jeans and 
white tennis shoes.

Marion County Sheriff 
Jimmy Clements said they 
conducted another search 
with a group called Bluegrass 
Bloodhounds on Saturday, 
but that did not turn up any-
thing. They are continuing to 
follow up on any leads they 
have received.

Roberts is described as a 
white male, medium build, 
brown eyes, black short hair, 
short cropped beard, stands 
5’10” and weighs 185 pounds 
with tattoos on left forearm 
and chest.

Anyone with information 
of Roberts whereabouts are 
asked to contact the Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office at 270-
692-3051 or your nearest law 
enforcement agency.

Lebanon woman 
wrecks, cited for DUI

A Lebanon woman was 
cited for DUI after a one-
vehicle accident Thursday, 
March 19.

The collision occurred at 
6:40 p.m. at the intersection 
of KY 84 and Miller Pike three 
miles west of Lebanon. April 
Smith, 33, was driving a west-
bound 2003 Buick when she 
lost control of the vehicle, 
left the roadway and struck a 
tree. Smith was transported 
to Spring View Hospital for 
non-life threatening injuries. 
She was wearing a seatbelt.

Smith was charged with 
driving under the influence, 
first offense, and cited to 
court. KSP Trooper Adam 
Mattingly is investigating.

Submit your promposals
As April draws closer, more 

Marion County High School 
students are popping the 
question... “Prom?” We want 
to hear about this year’s best 
“Promposals.”

If you went above the bar 
to ask your date to prom, we 
want to hear about it. Email 
details of your “Promposal” 
and a photo to Stevie Lowery 
at editor@lebanonenter-
prise.com. The deadline to 
submit your promposals is 
Wednesday, April 15.
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IN THE NEWS
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pening in Marion County 
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Pipeline 
a ‘priority 
issue’

Working Working 
toward a toward a 
new lifenew life

First group of inmates
complete new GED program

By Stephen Lega
slega@lebanonenterprise.com

Approximately 100 people attended a 
meeting March 19 at the Marion County 
Extension Office to discuss natural gas 
liquids (NGLs).

The Tennessee 
Gas Pipeline (which 
is owned by Kinder 
Morgan) has applied to 
abandon part of an exist-
ing natural gas pipeline 
with plans to convert it 
to carry NGLs.

“I am proud to live 
in a county where we 
still know the value of 
land as heritage,” said 
Susan Classen, a co-
member of the Loretto 
Community and one of the panelists at last 
week’s meeting.

She added that big companies like 
Kinder Morgan want individuals to feel 
they are isolated and powerless.

“The fact that we’re here this evening 
proves them wrong,” she said.

The section of the pipeline proposed to 
carry NGLs spans 964 miles and includes 
19.7 miles in Marion County. About half 
of the people who attended Thursday’s 
meeting indicated that the pipeline crosses 
their land.

Marion County Judge/Executive David 
Daugherty organized the meeting and 
invited a panel to present information 
about NGLs and the Kinder Morgan proj-
ect. In addition to Classen, the panel 
included former county judge John G. 
Mattingly, attorney Tom FitzGerald of 
the Kentucky Resources Council, State 
Representative Terry Mills and Woodford 
County resident Bob Pekny.

According to an application filed with the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
Kinder Morgan wants to abandon one of 
the pipelines that has been used to carry 
natural gas from the south to the northeast 
of the United States. If that abandon-
ment is approved, Tennessee Gas Pipeline 
intends to sell the abandoned line to the 
Utica Marcellus Texas Pipeline. UMTP, 
which is also owned by Kinder Morgan, 
intends to repurpose the line to carry NGLs 
from the northeast to the Gulf Coast.

Mattingly said local discussions about 
NGLs started a few years ago when the 
Williams Company announced its intention 
to acquire property to build the Bluegrass 

Around 100 attend meeting

on proposed NGL pipeline

Attorney rewarded for

community-minded approach 

Joe Mattingly 
III was named 
the 2014 
Outstanding 
Businessperson 
by the Marion 
County Chamber 
of Commerce. It’s 
the second time 
he’s received 
this award. He 
received the 
same honor 10 
years ago.

Photo by          
Trena Spalding/

The Digital Tough
See Attorney page A19

Photos by Stephen Lega
Top: David Nelson listens to the speaker during the March 18 GED graduation ceremony at 
the Marion County Detention Center. Above: The GED graduates gather for a group photo 
at the end of the graduation ceremony.

By Stephen Lega
slega@lebanonenterprise.com

The pomp may have been lower key, but the circumstance was 
just as important to the seven most recent graduates of the GED 
program at the Marion County Detention Center.

David Nelson, 36, was the first person at the jail to earn his 
GED after the implementation of a computer-only testing system.

“It’s been 20 years since I dropped out of school. It was not easy,” 
Nelson said.

For him, completing the GED, along with the substance abuse program 
at the jail, is a new step in his life. 

Nelson dropped out of school when he was 16 years old and got caught 
up in the party scene, he said. After an injury, he was prescribed pain medi-
cation. When he was taken off the medication, he said he turned to heroin.

He admitted that his addiction came before everything else in his life, 
and its also led to his arrest for theft, something he was doing to pay for 
his habit.

He said it felt like a weight had been lifted off his shoulders when he 
learned that he’d passed the GED program.

“I got a lot of things to be grateful for. I thank God for giving me the 
courage. I thank God for giving me the ability to go pass the test. It’s 
opened a lot of doors for me,” Nelson said. “Now, I can go out there and 
better my life and I can better the life of my four little girls.”

He added that he hopes to go to culinary school when he gets out, pos-
sibly as early as April 1.

“Now, the doors of opportunity’s opened up for me,” Nelson said.
During the graduation ceremony on March 18, the seven gradu- GED  I  A18

  “I got a lot of 
things to be 
grateful for. I 
thank God for 
giving me the 
courage. I thank 
God for giving 
me the ability 
to go pass the 
test. It’s opened 
a lot of doors 
for me. Now, I 
can go out there 
and better my 
life and I can 
better the life 
of my four little 
girls.”
David Nelson

  “We do have 
more power 
than we 
realize if we 
all do it in a 
united way 
and stand 
together.”
John G. Mattingly
Former judge/executive

See Pipeline, page A15

Roberts



As things have seemingly 
calmed down after the end of 
the 2015 Legislative Session in 
Frankfort, I would like to once 
again address the KTRS issue by 
reassuring all teachers that we are 
committed to finding a solution.

Conversations already have 
started in order to prepare a bill 
for the 2016 legislative session. 
Reports from KTRS inform us 
that even if nothing is done, the 
fund will remain solvent for the 
next 21 years. I assure you that 
something will be done soon to 
ensure that this system is sustain-
able for generations to come. I 
have received numerous messages 
from many concerned retired 
teachers. I recognize your con-
cern and understand that it makes 
several active and retired teachers 
downright angry. I understand 
where you are coming from, but 
teachers have been made a prom-
ise and that promise is backed up 
by the full faith and credit of the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky.

So, let me also take this oppor-

tunity to address a few miscon-
ceptions:

One of the most frequent 
requests I hear from teachers is 
that the legislature needs to repay 
the money borrowed from KTRS. 
The state did borrow $850 million 
from KTRS, but that amount was 
repaid in full to KTRS in 2010.

Another comment I hear is, 
“I made my contribution but the 
state did not pay their part.” The 
General Assembly has made its 
contribution every year of the 
required 13 percent match of 
the teacher’s contribution. The 
unfunded liability comes from 

monies the actuaries say we owe 
over the amount already contrib-
uted.

How did we get to a $14 billion 
unfunded liability? The combined 
retirement accounts lost over $6 
billion in the stock market down-
turns of 2002 and 2008. A recent 
Program Review Committee 
report stated that about 20 percent 
of the unfunded liability was due 
to underfunding by the legislature. 
What about the other 80 percent? 
One major factor, among others, 
is the fact that we all are living 
longer. When these funds were set 
up, the average life expectancy 
for a male was around 62. That 
is number is well into the 70s in 
today’s world. While a longer 
life expectancy is a good thing 
for Kentuckians, it takes a toll on 
retirement funds. 

Another thing to consider is 
that when these funds were set up, 
insurance was not a factor. Today, 
insurance and cost of living 
adjustments make up a significant 
part of the unfunded liability. 

Spiking is another factor that 
contributes to the problem. Over 
the years the legislature has made 
it very easy for most to enhance 
their retirement benefits.

I told every teacher and retired 
teacher that asked me to support 
the bonding in HB 4 that I would 
support bonding at some level 
but that the plan must be changed 
going forward for new hires.

We must quit digging and come 
up with a plan that is sustainable.

I do not advocate for a defined 
contribution plan. I understand 
teachers do not participate in 
Social Security, so it is my per-
sonal view that any plan must be a 
defined benefit. 

Thanks to all teachers in 
my district and across the 
Commonwealth. I do value your 
service and I assure you that we 
are committed to finding a real 
solution to the shortfalls of KTRS. 

Please feel free to contact me to 
discuss this issue and understand 

Kay Carlew, Susan Classen, 
Elizabeth Croom, Maria 
Visse and I visited the 
Marion County Detention 

Center and were impressed with what 
we found. The entrance is attractive 
and landscaped. Inside we found a 
secure, clean, well-lighted facility with 
space for programs.  Residents are 
treated with respect and are expected 
to treat everyone with respect. Mutual 
respect permeates the facility.

The jail, directed by Mr. Barry Brady, 
is a model for inmate rehabilitation. 
Unlike other jails, this facility has pro-
grams for residents to make good use 
of their time and leave with successful 
reentry skills. Substance abuse, GED 
and parenting programs are provided 
along with programs that increase self-
awareness, strengthen decision-mak-
ing processes and reinforce positive 
behaviors. These programs reduce the 
recidivism rate, future costs for repeat 
offenders, and are a good investment.

The detention center is a well-run 
facility and other Kentucky jail inmates 
apply for transfers there. If a Marion 
County jail resident is not willing to 
be involved in the programs, he or she 

may be transferred out to make space 
for someone who is interested in the 
programs.

Marion County’s Detention Center is 
a model for other Kentucky and U.S. 
jails. It provides services to residents 
while also working to reduce overhead 
costs. The new hot water system is one 
example of the new conservation and 
cost saving measures. These improve-
ments come, in part, through the sup-
port of the Marion County magistrates 
and Fiscal Court. Kudos to them, Mr. 
Brady, and to his staff for working 
towards real rehabilitation of people 
rather than “warehousing” them.

Kathy Wright
Nerinx

Open both roads near distillery
In response to the article in the 

Enterprise on the closing of Burke 
Springs Road from Hwy. 52 to Maker’s 
Mark Distillery, I agree with the resi-
dents of the road that both roads should 
be left open. I travel that portion of 
the road most every day seven or eight 
times. I have never had to back up and 
move over to let an 18-wheeler or 
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  YOUR OPINION
letter policy
The Lebanon Enterprise 
welcomes opinion letters for 
the “Your Opinion” box. Local 
letters about local issues are 
given top priority, but we do 
accept letters about other 
topics. “Thank you” and other 
types of letters run in the card 
of thanks or other appropriate 
sections for a nominal charge. 
For more information, call (270) 
692-6026.

Letters are published as space 
becomes available and letters 
must be limited to 400 words 
or less. The Enterprise reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
content and length. Only one 
name will be published as the 
author of a letter.

No letter is published without 
a fi rst and last name, complete 
mailing address and daytime 
telephone number. E-mailed 
letters must include the same 
information.

Letters can be mailed to The 
Lebanon Enterprise, 119 S. 
Proctor Knott Ave., Lebanon, 
KY 40033, faxed to (270) 692-
2118 or e-mailed to editor@
lebanonenterprise.com.
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■ GUEST COLUMN

Want to share
your thoughts and 
opinions? Email a 
letter to the editor 

to editor@lebanon-
enterprise.com.

Be sure to include 
your name, address 
and a phone num-

ber. And remember, 
letters should be 

400 words or less. MCDC IS A 
MODEL FOR 
OTHER JAILS
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‘All Shook 
Up’ on 
stage in 
Springfield 

Jimmy Higdon
State Senator

See Letters, page A7 See Theatre page A7

See Teachers page A7
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State will keep its promise to teachers

G.B. Dixon
Arts columnist

It will not be religious 
fervor that makes 
folks shake, rattle and 
roll this weekend in 

Springfield, just a love for 
the sights and sounds of the 
1950s and a ticket to the 
musical “All Shook Up,” 
presented by the Central 
Kentucky Community 
Theatre Youth Actors.

“All Shook Up” deftly 
weaves the music of Elvis 
Presley into a story loosely 
based upon Shakespeare’s 
1602 hit, “Twelfth Night.” 
In this version, a rebellious, 
hip-swiveling roustabout 
visits a small, indistinct 
midwestern community in 
1955. His release from pris-
on (“Jailhouse Rock”) and 
his subsequent arrival in the 
town ignites a chain reac-
tion of love among its deni-
zens (“Burning Love”). You 
will find yourself between 
a “Rock and a Roll” place 
throughout, as a flood of 
Presley favorites keeps the 
storyline moving: “Blue 
Suede Shoes” and “Can’t 
Help Falling in Love” to 
mention a few.  

Granted, it is difficult 
for teenagers to portray 
events beyond their own 
experience, of which the 
days of their grandparent’s 
youth definitely qualifies.  
However, this cast of regu-
lars under the direction of 
Sue Hlavinka may surprise. 
I was privileged to attend a 
recent rehearsal and know 
of what I speak. Come see 
for yourself.

The show opens this 
Friday and Saturday, April 
17-18, at 7 p.m./Sunday at 
2 p.m.  All performances 
will be in the Springfield 
Opera House. Learn more 
and get tickets at 859-336-
5412 X 4. 

After months of nego-
tiation, Kentucky Classic 
Theatre learned last week 
that it has been granted 
special permission by the 
Rodgers and Hammerstein 

Photo by Stephen Lega
Marion County Jailer Barry Brady tells the most recent graduates of the GED program at the Marion 
County Detention Center that their accomplishment is something to be proud of.
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